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Notes on Contributors

ALLEYN DIESEL lectured in Biblical Studies at the Natal College of Education 
and when it closed in 1987 moved to the University of Natal, where she taught 
in the Department of Religious Studies for twelve years. She holds a PhD in 
Religious Studies, specialising in Hinduism.

PHINDI DLAMINI is a Zulu-speaking mother of four children who is passionate 
about her mother tongue and her cultural identity. She has a doctorate in 
translation studies and lectures in the Department of African Languages on 
the Pietermaritzburg campus of the University of KwaZulu-Natal. She is a 
member of the Natalia editorial committee.

CHRIS ELLIS is a family physician in Pietermaritzburg and lecturer in family 
medicine at University of KwaZulu-Natal. He is a member of the Natalia 
editorial committee.

MARK HUNTER is an associate professor at the University of Toronto and works 
in the fields of Geography and Anthropology. His work is closely connected 
to contemporary KwaZulu-Natal.

ELWYN JENKINS is professor emeritus of English Studies at the University of 
South Africa. The author of four books on South African English children’s 
literature and two on South African place names, he has received various 
awards. He is an honorary vice-president of the English Academy of Southern 
Africa.

ADRIAN KOOPMAN is a retired professor of Zulu. He considers linguistic change 
as one of his focus areas in addition to an active interest in birds and plants 
in the Zulu language. He is a member of the Natalia editorial committee.

MARY KLEINENBERG was born and educated in Zimbabwe (Rhodesia). She 
lived in Malawi and England before settling in Pietermaritzburg in the 1970s. 
She is an advocate of women’s rights, and a long-term member of the Black 
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Sash. In 2015, together with Christopher Merrett, she co-authored Standing 
on Street Corners: A History of the Natal Midlands Region of the Black Sash. 
She participated in both Rape Crisis and the Women’s Coalition activities in 
Pietermaritzburg. 

CHRISTOPHER MERRETT worked as a librarian at the universities of London, 
Cape Town and Natal; and then as campus administrator at the University of 
KwaZulu-Natal, Pietermaritzburg. He completed his formal working life as 
a journalist at the Witness. He has a PhD in History from the University of 
Cape Town; and has written on the history and politics of sport, human rights 
issues, and the local history of Pietermaritzburg.

DEBBIE WHELAN is editor of Natalia. She is interested in cultural change, 
particularly in the built environment. She trained as an architect and 
anthropologist and currently holds a teaching post in the School of Architecture 
and the Built Environment at the University of Lincoln in Britain.


